
Churchwardens: 
 

Jane Lunt (662910)                   Diana Thomas (663738) 

ST. Michael's CHURCH 

 and  

Parish  magazine 
 

Best wishes for a 

peaceful Christmas 

and a happy and 

healthy new year! 



DECEMBER SERVICES  
 

6th   11.00 am  St. Michael’s Marbury, Holy Communion                
  9.00 am St. Chad’s Tushingham, HC,  BCP                 
  11.00 am St. Mary’s Whitewell 
 

13th   4.00 pm  St. Michael’s Marbury, Crib Service for Children & Adults 
             9.00 am  St. Chad’s Tushingham, SW 
  11.00 am St. Mary’s, Whitewell          
     

20th  6.30 pm  St. Michael’s Marbury Service of Readings & Carols 
             4.00 pm  St. Chad’s Tushingham, Service of Readings & Carols 
             11.00 am St. Mary’s Whitewell 
 

24th 11.30 pm  St. Chad’s Tushingham, United Midnight Service 
                

25th       9.00 am St. Michael’s Marbury,  
        United Christmas Family Communion 
   10.45 am St. Mary’s Whitewell, Family Christmas Communion 
 

27th 11.00 am St. Chad’s Tushingham, United Service 
 

JANUARY SERVICES 
 

3rd  11.00 am St. Michael’s Marbury, Holy Communion 
  9.00 am St. Chad’s Tushingham, HC 
  11.00 am St. Mary’s Whitewell 
 

10th 11.00 am St. Michael’s Marbury, Plough Sunday 
  9.00 am St. Chad’s Tushingham, SW 
  11.00 am St. Mary’s, Whitewell 
 

17th 11.00 am St. Michael’s Marbury, SW 
  9.00 am St. Chad’s Tushingham, SW 
  11.00 am St. Mary’s Whitewell 
 

24th 4.00 pm St. Michael’s Marbury, Evensong 
  11.00 am St. Chad’s Tushingham, SW 
  11.00 am St. Mary’s Whitewell 
 

31st 11.00 am St. Chad’s Tushingham, United Service 
  11.00 am St. Mary’s Whitewell 
 

7th FEB 11.00 am St. Michael’s Marbury, HC 
  9.00 am St. Chad’s Tushingham, HC 
  11.00 am St. Mary’s Whitewell 
 

Please remember to “book in” for St Michael’s Services with Carol 

Sheard—01948 663087 or text 07778 604470 .  Also, per COVID-19     

Government guidelines, face coverings should be worn in Church unless 

you are exempt for health reasons. 

ALL SERVICES WILL BE SUBJECT TO ONGOING COVID RESTRICTIONS 



The Rev’d Alex Sanders writes… 
 

Greetings to you all, in a country that is once again in lockdown.  It has 
been the strangest of years, but it was good that Remembrance Sunday 
was able to be marked with a short socially-distanced tribute around the 
Lych Gate War Memorial. 
 

Now Advent and Christmas are within sight:  many shops are closed but, 
as every year, food shops have already stocked up with mince pies and 
chocolate reindeer.  I love these treats, but for me they are never the 
“Main Event” at Christmas.  For I know and I suspect you do too that 
Christmas isn’t really about mince pies and reindeer at all. 
 

The Christmas story is an epic, with a cast ranging from God himself via 
an angel to a young girl, and emotions ranging from terror to overwhelm-
ing joy.  Mary listened to angels, travelled far and found precious things 
given to her; Joseph listened to his dreams and found reality; the      
shepherds left their work and found their joy; and wise men abandoned 
the wisdom and charts they already possessed to follow a new star rising 
before them and find truth.   
 

Where do we find the direction and purpose we seek for our lives today?  
When so many hopes and plans have had to be put on hold this year due 
to Covid-19, many of us feel lost and lonely. 
 

That is why Advent and Christmas itself are such important seasons for 
us, especially this year.  The Christmas story is there, ready and waiting 
for us, just as it always has been, with its message of hope for the future.  
And Advent gives us time to think about the Christmas story:  why God 
sent His son to earth and what that means for us today. 
 

This truth, that God loved humankind so much that He sent His son to us, 
to live among us and die on a cross before rising to life again, is astonish-
ing.  This baby Jesus was to grow up to teach of love, of hope and of 
peace, qualities that we still seek and need today.  He taught us that, 
through Him, we can find forgiveness for our mistakes and shortcomings 
and can be right with God again…….. and again, and again. 
 

This story, and this truth, are wonderful and have remained so for the last 
two thousand years.  Rulers have come and gone, wars have come and 
gone, hard times too come and go, but the Christmas story remains     
unchanged at the very core of our humanity.  This year, may we travel in 
thought to the stable at Bethlehem, and kneel in wonder again at heaven 
touching earth. 
 

With every blessing for Christmas and for 2021 from me and from Mike, 

 



Coronavirus - We’re here to help 
 
To join the Marbury WhatsApp group, contact Jill Shakeshaft: 07702 
303590.  It’s a great way of keeping in touch and up-to-date with 
what’s happening locally. 
 

For help with shopping or prescriptions collection (which will be left on 
your doorstep) call Hannah Owen – 07791 712504 - who will co-
ordinate and arrange for someone to do this. 
 

If you would like to chat to someone, or you are struggling with         
isolation or the feeling of anxiety, Alison Hunter Johnston has           
volunteered to offer support and a listening ear:  
 

Alison: 07967 955669 
  

For contact calls and prayers, you can speak to Jane Lunt, 01948 
662910 or 07412 688648, or Diana Thomas 01948 663738 
 

OUR STORYTIMERS have been thinking about how lucky we 
are to have hand washing facilities to help keep us 

safe during the current COVID-19 pandemic … we are 
hoping to raise £60 to sponsor a toilet for a community 

that are not as fortunate as us, with 'Toilet Twinning' 
  

Please help by kindly purchasing one of our lavender 
bags (in church) and leaving us a donation! 

 
Do we have anyone in our midst who can    

create beautiful Calligraphy writing? 
 

We are looking for a volunteer to update our         
Remembrance Book with the names of those who 
have recently died in and also to update the Baptism 
Book with the names of those who have recently been 
Baptised.  If anyone is able to help us please contact  

Jane Lunt 01948 662910 



Please ! -   
act in a responsible manner and clean up    
after your dog -  Footpaths, grass verges near 
people’s houses, public areas  -  it’s horrid, 
even when it’s hidden! - and no-one wants a 
nasty surprise…. 
 

The grass outside the Village Hall is          
particularly bad; please do not allow your dog 

to foul this area.  Dogs are not allowed in the play area unless on 
a lead - and please clean up after them! 

PARISH COUNCIL  
 

Debbie Foulkes has been appointed as the new Clerk to the Parish 
Council.  She can be contacted by email: clerk@marburydistrict.org.uk 
or via any member of the Parish Council. 
 

The Council objected to application 20/4445N, to create a new access 
to the field adjacent to The Swan, on the grounds there was already 
sufficient access.  
  

If you wish to view details of any Planning Application, or to submit a 
comment, go to the Cheshire East website planning section. 
 

Do contact your local Parish Councillor if you have any queries or    
concerns about local matters. 

CHRISTINGLE 
 

This year we are unable to have our Christingle Service. So that the   
children don’t miss out we are hoping to deliver packs for them to make 
their own Christingles at home. We are asking the children to light them, 
with adult supervision, and place them in their windows at home at 
6.30pm on Sunday,13th December. We invite anyone who wishes to 
please light a candle at the same time as a united coming together in 
place of our worship. 
We are asking the children, and those who want to join us, to say the     
following prayer. 
 

The Christingle Prayer 
Amazing God, 

You bless us in the good smell of the orange;  
You bless us in the good taste of the fruits and sweets; 

You bless us in the warm light of the candle; 
You wrap your arms, like the Ribbon, round the suffering world.           

May this Christingle bring blessing to me, to my family and to my friends. 
 As this little light glows in my hand, 

 so may your light shine in all our hearts this Christmas, and forever 
                                                      Amen  



Printed by Rachel Gilbert-Bratt: rachel.gilbertbratt@gmail.com 
Mobile: 07527 331353 

Marbury Food Bank 
Christmas Collection 

 

Please drop off at the Village Hall on Thursdays  
until 23rd December,  10 am – 5 pm 

 

Suggested Items: 
 

Whole and Semi Long Life Milk         Fruit Squash 
Small Sponge Puddings               Tinned Fruit     
Custard          Mince pies 
Packet Mashed Potato                    Sugar       
Tinned Ham         Tinned Tuna/salmon 
Small Jars of Coffee                           Rice / Pasta                                                                                                          
Toothpaste                                         Ladies’ Deodorant                                              
Gents’ Razors                                      Shaving Foam 
          

 

 
 

Plus any Christmas Treats 
Many thanks to all those who donate.  
 All items will be gratefully received. 



 

Useful phone  numbers and contacts for residents  
 

  Church business    01948 663738/662910 

Parish web-site  www.parishmag.org  
Clerk, Parish Council  clerk@marburyanddistrict.org.uk 
Parish Council web-site:  www.marburyanddistrict.org.uk 
Village Hall Bookings 664900 (Penny Allington) 
Village Hall web-site: www.marburyvillagehall.co.uk 
Doctors:  
Churchmere Practice 01948 320044 (Bridgewater) 
Wrenbury Surgery  01270 780210  
Out of hours   Dial 111 — NHS  
Travel information  traveline.info  
Mobile library  0300 123 5018 3rd Thursday, p.m. 
Citizens’ Advice Bureau 0800 630 0762  
Police, non-emergency 101 
Police, emergency 999 

  PCSO 7149 Sharon Jones  sharon.jones@cheshire.pnn.police.uk 
                                         or 07773 196887                                                                                                         
Private message:  
 @BunburyWrenpol on Twitter | Like Bunbury and Wrenbury Police on 
Facebook 
  Nantwich Police Web Site        www.cheshire.police.uk 

Cheshire East Information 0300 123 5500  
To report litter  0300 123 5011   
Environmental Health    0300 123 5015  
Dog Warden  0300 123 5021  
Social Care and Health  0300 123 5010   
Potholes  0300 123 5020  
 www.cheshireeasthighways.org   
Defibrillators are located at:  
phone boxes @ Wrenbury Road Marbury & Gauntons Bank, Norbury; 
Ravensmoor x roads; The Black Bear, Whitchurch; The Civic Centre, 
Whitchurch; The Bull Ring, Whitchurch; Sainsbury’s, Whitchurch; 
Tesco, Whitchurch; Swimming Baths, Whitchurch; Cholmondeley 
Arms. 
  

More useful phone numbers and contacts: 
 

Cheshire East Fire & Rescue Service   01606 868700 
Crimestoppers (you can call anonymously)  0800 555 111 
Cheshire East Council       0300 123 5500 
Childline          0800 1111 
Red Cross          0844 871 1111 
Samaritans          116 123 
Alzheimer’s Society        0300 222 1122 
The Silver Line         0800 470 8090 
NHS Choices         www.nhs.uk 

http://www.parishmag.org
http://www.marburyvillagehall.co.uk
http://www.traveline.info/
http://www.twitter.com/cheshirepolice
http://www.cheshire.police.uk/


PARISH COUNCILLORS to contact for local matters:  

MARBURY     

Janet Makin 1 Heath Lane, Marbury SY13 4NE 01948 665724   

Chris Wheeler The Old Smithy, Marbury SY13 4LS 01948 665981  

John David Rowan Hse, School Ln, Marbury  SY13 4LH 01948 666065  

Andy Ashton Fox Hall, Heath Lane, Marbury SY13 4NB 07779 271758   

     

NORBURY     

John Gibbins The Mount Farm, Norbury SY13 4HT  01948 663734  

Philip Shakeshaft  The Croft, Norbury SY13 4HS  01948 666221  

Rob Perry  Chair: Pear Tree Farm, Norbury  SY13 4HZ 01948 666350  

Marian Turnbull Ginger Cottage, Swanwick Green  SY13 4HL 07949 784308   

     

WIRSWALL      

Joe Briggs  Wood Farm, Wirswall SY13 4LF  01948 663733   

Fiona Wilson 2 Bradeley Green Cottages SY13 4HE 07801 928925   

Peter Chapman Greenbank Farm SY13 4HD 01948 662131  

     

CLERK, PARISH COUNCIL:   

Debbie Foulkes  clerk@marburyanddistrict.org.uk      

Web Site:           www.marburyanddistrict.org.uk   

BOROUGH COUNCILLOR:     

Stan Davies  Egerton Farm, Egerton, Malpas  SY14 8AN   01829 720368  

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT:     

Edward Timpson edward.timpson.mp@parliament.uk  01829 733 243   


