Marbury and District Parish Council

Marbury and District Neighbourhood Plan
PUBLIC CONSULTATION POLICIES FEEDBACK
 From 30th April 2026 to 15th May 2026 
	Your Name (Mandatory):  

	Do you live in Marbury and District Parish?   
	Yes
	No

	Do you work in Marbury and District parish?   
	Yes
	No

	What is your postcode (Mandatory)
	Postcode 

	IF NOT AN INDIVIDUAL, please provide details of organization or body below:

	Name and address of organization/body:


	Your position in organisation/body: 


The proposed policies, listed below, should be read in conjunction with the Draft Neighbourhood Plan.
 A copy of the Draft Plan and associated documents are available at: 
https://marburyanddistrict.org.uk/neighbourhood-plan/
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:testaccount:Desktop:adobe-express-qr-code.png]
Paper copies of the Draft Plan also available to view at the Swan Public House in Marbury (in the Magazine Rack) and St Michael’s Parish Church in Marbury (behind the right rear Pew)  
All comments will be made publicly available on the Marbury and District Parish Council website page after the consultation period and when the submission version of the Plan is released to Cheshire East Council. Comments will be identifiable by name, organization or body. All other personal information provided will be protected according to the Data Protection Act, and will not be made available online or otherwise.
Responses must be received by 5pm on 15th May 2026


Heritage and Landscape Character Policies
HLC1 Landscape Character

1. Development proposals must not significantly harm, individually or cumulatively, the characteristic features of the local landscape. The landscape character of Marbury, Norbury and Wirswall must be protected and enhanced.
 
2. Proposals must demonstrate consideration of the relevant character areas detailed in the Design Code – Marbury, Norbury and Wirswall 2021 (or any updated version).

3. New Development should:
· Be avoided on steep slopes or in visually prominent locations
· Protect the character of the area, avoiding the removal of mature trees and hedgerows
· Retain historic field and plot patterns, avoiding the encroachment of the built environment into the landscape
· Retain the character of the narrow rural lanes, avoiding increasing their width or removal of hedgerows except where passing places improve road safety
· Ensure that the traditional rural character of the area is not degraded
· Retain the sense of enclosure and high levels of tranquillity within the landscape, screening visual and audible intrusive features within  the landscape
· Respect the sparsely settled character of the landscape and the existing local built form
· Reflect the local rural character in both materials and scale
· Conserve the distinctive views and viewpoints within the Neighbourhood Plan Area
· Ensure that any conversion of agricultural buildings retains a rural character, including their surroundings

	Do you agree with Policy HLC1?
	Yes
	No
	

	Any comments?











HLC2 Heritage Assets and Conservation Area
Policy HLC2
1. Planning applications will be required to demonstrate how development proposals impact on heritage assets and their setting, including how they respond positively to them including promoting opportunities for enhancement. New buildings ancillary to heritage assets should not harm the significance of the asset itself, its setting, or the wider character of the area

2. Proposals that conserve and enhance historic assets and their setting will be supported, particularly if the proposals assist retaining the assets in active use. 

3. Proposals for development must take into account the scale of any possible harm or loss and to the significance of any heritage assets. Measures should be put in place to avoid or minimise impact or mitigate damage.

4. Enabling development will only be permitted where:

· It would secure the future conservation of a heritage asset, the benefits of which would outweigh the dis-benefits arising from any conflict between the enabling development and local and national planning policy;
· The enabling development is the minimum necessary to secure the future conservation of the heritage asset and it is designed in a way that minimises its dis-benefits;
· The integrity and sustainability of the heritage asset is not materially compromised; and it represents the only possible solution, following a full evaluation of all potential options including those that could result in fewer dis-benefits
The historic integrity of the landscape and component heritage features and assets should be preserved, and the interpretation of these features will be promoted and supported where this would not compromise the conservation of these assets.
	Do you agree with Policy HLC2?
	Yes
	No
	

	Any comments?








Policy NE1 – Wildlife Habitat Corridors

Policy NE1
1. Development within the Wildlife Corridor (identified in Appendix B of the Neighbourhood Plan) or within areas identified as being of High Habitat Distinctiveness (identified in Appendix C of the Neighbourhood Plan) is unacceptable unless exceptional circumstances and an absence of appropriate alternatives can be demonstrated. Development proposals adjacent to these sites should demonstrate that an appropriate buffer zone has been applied to ensure the coherence and resilience of the network is maintained. 
2. In areas identified as being of Medium Habitat Distinctiveness (identified in Appendix C of the Neighbourhood Plan), development will only be considered acceptable where, following a thorough ecological impact assessment, any harm is avoided, mitigated, or (as a very last resort) compensated for.
	Do you agree with Policy NE1?
	Yes
	No
	

	Any comments?








NE2	Biodiversity Net Gain
Policy NE2 
All development proposals must secure a measurable biodiversity net gain (BNG) of at least 10%. The provision of BNG must be measured using the latest version of the DEFRA metric and be delivered in line with the British Standard for BNG (BS 8683) and the BNG Good Practice Principles of Development (CIEEM, CIRIA and IEMA). 
	Do you agree with Policy NE2?
	Yes
	No
	

	Any comments?








Policy NE3	Trees, Hedgerows and Green Rural Lanes*
*For the purposes of this plan Green Rural Lanes refers to the local single-track road network that links the settlements and approaches from other routes.
Policy NE3 
a) Trees and hedgerows along the rural lanes play an important part of the parish’s character and their openness should be maintained. 
b) Planting of trees and improvement in the quality and diversity of hedgerows will be supported along all the routes within the plan area.
c) Continuous ribbon development along these routes could impact upon the openness of local character and should be avoided. 
	Do you agree with Policy NE3?
	Yes
	No
	

	Any comments?













NE4	Green Open Spaces
Policy NE4 
The three sites A, B and C shown in Figure NE4 (See Neighbourhood Plan) are designated as Local Green Space.  Development will not be permitted on designated Local Green Space other than:
(a) In exceptional circumstances.  Exceptional circumstances will not exist unless the potential harm to the Local Green Space, and any other harm, is demonstrably outweighed by a specific community supported local need, or UK Government mandated requirement or other considerations; or
(b) Where the development does not conflict with the purposes of designating the area of Local Green Space and is consistent with its role and function as an area of particular importance to the community which is demonstrably special; which holds a particular local significance and possesses local character 


	Do you agree with Policy NE4?
	Yes
	No
	

	Any comments?













Local Building Design Policies
LHD1	Design Code Application Policy
· In order to reflect the pattern of development within the parish, and reinforce local character, development proposals should demonstrate full consideration of the Design Code – Marbury, Norbury & Wirswall Design Code 2021 (or any updated version). 
· Development proposals should consider the character area to which the proposal relates along with the local archetypes, with character, form and scale following the pattern of original and nearby buildings. 
· Proposals should conform to the detailed design code provisions of the Design Code – Marbury, Norbury & Wirswall Design Code 2021 (or any updated version)

	Do you agree with Policy LHD1?
	Yes
	No
	

	Any comments?












Access to the Countryside Policies
Policy AC1	Public Rights of Way, Bridleways and Cycle Routes and Towpath
· Proposals to maintain enhance and improve safety on the network of public footpaths, the canal towpath and cycle ways will be supported
· Where any new development is proposed, additions, connectivity, links and improvements to the existing network of public footpaths, the Llangollen canal towpath, and cycle ways will be sought, where viable and practical, to improve safe access to the countryside and facilitate walking and cycling to amenities and services.  
· Proposals to divert public rights of way and cycle ways must provide a route which is no less convenient than the previous route, and which offers a similar level of amenity to users.


	Do you agree with Policy AC1?
	Yes
	No
	

	Any comments?












AC2	Tourism
Policy AC2 – Tourism
Tourism initiatives, visitor accommodation and improvements to existing services and facilities associated with attracting tourists will be supported.  Development proposals should: 
a) Be appropriate in scale, character and location for the development.
b) Create no significant harm to the existing character of the local area. 
c) Have no significant adverse impact on any residential amenities.
d) Have no significant conflict with matters of highway capacity, capability and safety.

Developments that would negatively impact on the attraction of visitors to the area will not be supported.


	Do you agree with Policy AC2?
	Yes
	No
	

	Any comments?















Local Community Facilities Policies
LC1	Village Hall and Play/Recreation Area

· Proposals for the improvement of Marbury Village Hall, it’s parking and recreational facilities will be supported subject to other policies within the Neighbourhood Plan.  Change of use of these buildings to non-community use that requires planning permission will not normally be permitted, unless replacement use provides equal or greater benefits to the community, the facility is replaced elsewhere, or it is clearly demonstrated that the facility is no longer required.
· Proposals for new community facilities will be supported, subject to other policies within the Neighbourhood Plan
· 


	Do you agree with Policy LC1?
	Yes
	No
	

	Any comments?












Rural Economy Policies
RE1	Local Economy

Subject to the other policies of this plan, proposals for small-scale employment development (Use Classes B1, B2, or B8) will be supported in principle where this is demonstrably required to meet local needs and help to retain services and facilities and reduce the need to travel elsewhere.  
Small-scale employment development that:
(a) Supports the vitality of the Neighbourhood Plan Area or
(b) Creates or extends rural-based tourist attractions, visitor facilities and recreational uses, consistent with the provisions of Policy AC1 and AC2; or
(c) Encourages the retention and expansion of existing businesses, including the sympathetic conversion of existing buildings; or
(d) Encourages the creation and expansion of sustainable farming and food production businesses, farm diversification and those that allow for the adoption of modern agricultural practices; or
(e) Promotes or provides facilities for home working and businesses operating from home; or
(f) Is considered essential to the wider strategic interests of the economic development of Cheshire East; or
(g) Supports the retention and delivery of community services such as public houses and village halls, consistent with the provisions of Policy LC1 will be supported provided that it:
(i) Meets the sustainable development objectives of the Cheshire East Local Plan Strategy;
(ii) supports the rural economy, and could not reasonably be expected to locate within a designated centre by the nature of the business activity;
(iii) would not undermine the delivery of strategic employment allocations; 
(iv) is supported by adequate infrastructure. 
(v) is consistent in scale with its location and designed to conserve and where possible enhance the character and quality of the landscape and built environment, consistent with the provisions of Policies LHD1; 
(vi) does not significantly affect the amenity of the occupiers of nearby buildings or of the surrounding area; and
(vii) does not give rise to unacceptable flows of traffic, consistent with the provisions of Policies LI2.


Policy RE1 Contd.
Proposals which would result in the loss of land or buildings for employment uses will be supported only where:
1) the premises are causing significant nuisance or environmental problems that cannot be satisfactorily mitigated; or
2) the site is no longer suitable or viable for employment use; and 
3) there is no potential for modernisation or alternative employment uses; and
4) no other occupiers can be found.  
In the case of criteria (2), (3) & (4) above, proposals must be accompanied by a demonstration that the premises, the site or the business has been actively marketed at a realistic price reflecting its employment status prior to any consent being given.


	Do you agree with Policy RE1?
	Yes
	No
	

	Any comments?










LI2	Transport, Safety 

Policy LI2 – Transport and Safety

· To improve the sustainability of travel, transport and road safety, any developments that may generate significant movements shall be accompanied by a Transport Assessment and, if appropriate, a Travel Plan consistent with the provisions of Policy CO 4 of the Cheshire East Local Plan Strategy.  
· Positive consideration shall be given to the needs of those with disabilities or of elderly persons.  Appropriate facilities within the transport infrastructure shall be provided to assist them where practicable.  
· Proposals that promote provision of different modes of transport including links to local services at Wrenbury and Whitchurch and to provide bus routes, and passenger facilities will be supported.


	Do you agree with Policy LI2?
	Yes
	No
	

	Any comments?













LI3	Renewable Energy
Policy LI3 – Renewable Energy
Proposals for renewable energy in appropriate locations could be supported, having due regard to its scale, impact, both immediate and over time:
(a) so as not to harm the natural environment or the character of the landscape;
(c) to avoid the most productive and versatile agricultural land;
(d) to affect the amenities and safety of local people, tourism, users of the countryside; and 
(e) The functioning of the rural road network;
Consideration must also be given to: 
(f) The measures proposed to mitigate any harmful effects identified; and
(g) The overall benefits of the development for the local and wider community




	Do you agree with Policy LI3?
	Yes
	No
	

	Any comments?














Thank you for taking the time to respond to our public consultation and completing this review form.  


	Additional comments









Please return your completed form PREFERABLY by email to np@marburyanddistrict.org.uk 

Or exceptionally by post to Neighbourhood Plan Office c/o The Old Smithy, Wrenbury Road, Marbury, SY13 4LS

Responses must be received by 15th May 2026
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